
• 

.. e !-TIIe DaI!y Jcnrau-!cnra gly, Iowa-FrIday, October ZI, 1t7. 

Mechanics to appeal pay to city Get off your 
rocker. Don't 
take old age 

By DAVE HEMINGWAY 

Staff Writer 

Iowa Clly's repair mechanics 
plan to enter arbitration with 
the city administration now that 
their tools grievance baa been 
denied by City Manager Neal 
Berlin. 

Arbitration Is the final step In 
the city's grievance procedure. 
In the mechanics' case, the flnt 
step was a written complaint to 
Richard Plastino, director of 
public works. After Plastino 
denied the grelvances, the 
second step was an appeal to 
Berlin. 

Mechanic Dan Fountain 
received Berlin's reply Thur-
sday and has ten days to request 
arbitration In writing to the 
city. . 

Under arbitration procedure, 
the two parties Involved shaD 
select an arbitrator to hear both 
sides of the issue and make a 
decision which will be final and 
binding to the parties involved. 

Fountain, spokesperson for 
the mechanics, said the 
mechanics Intend to request 
arbitration. 

The mechanics' grelvances 
center on the city's requJrement 
that they use tbeir personally 
owned hand tools at work. 

For years, Iowa City 
mechanics have provided their 
own hand tools as a courtesy to 
the city, according to mechanic 
Dan Fountain. The mechanics 
would then use the city's repalf 
facility to work on their own 
cars as compensation. 
However, Plastlno stopped UtIs 
practice when he learned of it 
last April. 

When the mechanics received 
their new contracts with the city 
in early September and saw 
that there was sliD no written 
provision that they must bring 
tbeir own tools, they came to 
work Sept. 10 without their 
tools. 

Berlin's reply denied the 
mechanics' requests on the 
grounds listed by Plastino. 

WSI Retraining 

Plastino dismissed them for 
the day and told them they 
would be fired If they came to 
work the foDowing Monday 
without their tools. The 
mechanics came to work the 
foDowing Monday stating that 
they planned to resolve the 
Issue through the city's 
greivance provisions. 

They were stiD suspended for 
a week without pay for their 
action Sept. 10. 

The mechanics filed 
grievances with Plastino Sept. 
20 requesting they be paId the 
money wltheld from them Sept. 
10 and in their week's 
suspension, and also requesting 
determination on whether they 
should provide their own tools. 
They also requested that the 
promotions for which they had 
already been evalua ted be 
awarded. 

Plastino denied the 
grievances saying that their 
pay was witheld Sept 10 because 
without their tools the work 
scheduled for that day could not 
be fulfllied. 

The mechanics have said that 
since they remained at work 
doing what they could without 
handtools, they deserve their 
pay for the day. 

Plastino denied granting 
them the pay they lost during 
their week's suspension 
because he said the action feD 
under the state definition of a 
strike. 

According to the 1976 Iowa 
Senate's blli 531, a strike in-
cludes a public employee'S 
"abstinence in whole or itI part 
from the f)ll1, faiUtfu1 and 
proper performance of the 
duties of employment" to 
change their conditions' of 
employment. 

The mechanics have said they 
were not on strike because their 
written contract does not state 
they must bring their own tools 
and because they remained at 
work Sept. 10. 

A determination of the 
question whether the mechanics 

A WSI Retraining course wiu be offered by the Red Cross for all 
swimming instructors who have not met their teaChing requirements 
yet this year, or who have not retrained In the new materials. 
Registration begins today in 122 Field House. For information, leave 
name and number for Paul Meng at 353-4651. 

Executive visitation , 
The second in a series of campus VIsits by high-level corporate 

executives will take place today at the Administra-
tion. Dr. Paul Montrone, Senior Vice PresIdent and Chief Financial 
Officer of Wheelabrator-Frye, Inc., Hamplon. N. H., will be meeting 
wi til students, faculty and administrators under the auspices 01 a 
program funded by the Mobil Foundation, Inc. 

Copies of Dr. Montrone's residency schedule are available in room 24 
of Phillips HaU, or by caUing 353-4274. 

Seminar 
Prof. Allan H. Meltzer of Carnegie Mellon University will present a 

discussion entitled/ "Anticipated Inflation and Unanlicipated Price 
Change: A Test 0 the Price-Specie Flow Theory and the Phillips 
Curve" al4 p.m. today in Room215. Phillips Hall. All interested parties 
are invited to attend. 

Poetry reading 
Chuck Miller will read poetry from his new book Ozide. at 8 p.m. 

today at Alandonl's Bookstore, 610 S. Dubuque St. ' 

Music 
Electronic Music Studios will present "Program Two" at 8 p.m. 

today in Harper Hall . 

Meetings 
A meeting lor aU dud ... t, inttrnted in .. eking a degree in butineu 

that wiU prepare them for employment in business as well as qualify 
them to teach business subjects will be held from 3:30-4:20 p.m. 
Monday in Room 316, Phillips Hall. Refreshments will be served. 

The ur Folk Dance Club wiU meetfor teaching from 7:3CUp.m. today 
at Wesley House. dancing from t-l0:3O p.m. Everyone welcome. 

SATURDAY 

Recitals 
Cynthia Christensen, piano, will present a recital at 4: 30 p.m. loday 

in Harper Hall. 

John Hopkins, baritone, wlll present a recital at 8 p.m. loday in 
Harper Hall. 

SUNDAY 

Meeting 
Scuba Club will show a movie on the Australian Barrier Reef at 7 

p.m. today at the Field Hoose pool. Enter the pool from the outside pool 
entrance. SE corner of Field House. A pool session and meeting will 
follow the movie. All are welcome. 

are required to bring their own 
tools without compensation was 
denied because a similar 
grievance was filed In April and 
wlthdrown Sept. 9. 

The previous grievance dealt 
with the question of com-
pensation for the mechanics 
having to brinl{ their own tools. 

The president of the union 
which represents the mechanics 
said the specifiC requirement 
that they bring their own tools 
has not been addressed. 

Plastino denied the 
promotions, saying that 
promotion is done "at the 
discretion of management." 

Hillcrest residents 

grill Leach, Ray 

in dinner discussion 
By TOM MAPP 

Staff Writer 

Politics became an topic in Hillcrest Residence 
Hall Thursday night when an often heated discussion charac-
terized a campaign visit by Iowa Gov. Robert Ray and 
Republican congreSSional candidate Jim Leach. 

Ray and Leach spent about 30 minutes fielding a barrage of 
well-backgrounded questions from a group of about 150 students 
who jammed HIllcrest's private dining room. 

Queries by students ranged from the Lock and Dam 26 issue to a 
Mezvinsky worker'S question whether it is appropriate for Leach 
to distribute Indian headbands, which she considered religious 
ttems. 

The most heated exchange of the evening came when the head 
of Ul's Iowa Public Interest Research Group chapter, Kevin , 
Doyle, asked Ray what he Intended to do If a tuition Increase blli 
came across his desk. 

Doyle then told Ray what he should do, raising a mass of sudent 
cheers and support for his statements. 

Doyle said he has a hard enough time going to school now, 
without a tuition rate increase. 

"If you sign that bill I can't go to school," he said, bringing an . 
uproar to the dining room. 

Ray first said that the blli has not even gone to the legislature 
yet or to his desk. 

"It's hard for meJo believe that you can't go to school If there Is 
a tuition Increase," Ray said as the room became increasingly 
quiet. He explained that education is not something free and that 
there are ways which costs could be met. 

Ray continued talking as munnurs of disapproval filled the 
room. "You're not going to stop eating if food prices go up. You're 
not going to stop wearing clothes, or at least not completely, if 
clothes prices go up," Ray said as the audience began to cheer 
over his comment about cloUtIng. 

"We don't want it (tuition} to get too high but I can't say that 
there won't be an increase," Ray said. 

Leach appeared to stumble near the end of the discussion when 
one student asked him what sort of business he runs. The audience 
laughed but Leach paused and said fIIat his business - selling 
propane bottled gas and wholesale plumbing and heating sup-
plies - covers four states. 

The student further questioned Leach about his financial status, 
"Isn't it true that you are a millionaire?" The group of students, 
which had grown larger during the course of the diSCUSSion, 
laughed even harder awaiting his answer. 

"My wife and I have assets of about $1.8 million," Leach said 
after a slight pause. 

P oli ce B e 
By DAVE DeWITTE 
Staff Writer 

Campus Security officers 
arrested 22-year-old David 
Coffee of Galesburg, m., on 
criminal trespass charges 
Thursday, following a prior 
warning to stay off UI property. 

Coffee was arrested at 11:54 
a.m. in East Hall, after a UI 
employee called to report a 
suspicious person loitering on 
the premises. 

Criminal trespass charges 
were previously brought 
against Coffee Sept. 16, when be 
was arrested for allegedly 
entering the women's restroom 

of the Iowa City Recreation 
Center. 

Coffee was released on his 
own recognizance, following 
arraignment Thursday af-
ternoon in Johnson County 
Magistrate's Court. 
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HAUNTED 
HOUSE 

2470 S. Riverside Dr. 
(the Maher Transfer building) 

The Haunted House will open to the 
public Fri., Oct. 15, and remain open 

• every evening through Sat., Oct. 30. 

House hours are: 
Sunday through Thursday 7:30 p.m.-
10:30 p.m. 
Fri(jay through Saturday 7:30'p.m.-11.'30 
p.m. 

Admission is $1.00 
Children under 
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